
 

September 10, 2018 

Michael Stoddard 

Efficiency Maine Trust 

168 Capitol Street 

Augusta, ME  04330 

 

Dear Mr. Stoddard, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Efficiency Maine Trust’s (EMT) draft Triennial 

Plan IV.  

Energy efficiency planning and support services are critically important to help Maine residents, 

businesses, and municipalities reduce costs and our environmental impact. Efficiency Maine provides 

unique and irreplaceable benefits to Maine. Based on your Annual Reports from 2011 onward, EMT 

has helped Mainers save $1.7 billion on energy bills, and leveraged $400 million in private sector 

investment in energy efficiency. We strongly support EMT’s continued efforts to help Maine people 

and businesses secure the highest level of savings possible through cost-effective energy efficiency 

investments. However, we encourage EMT to be more ambitious. The fact that the proposed FY20 

budget would be the same as the current year’s budget does not adequately reflect the need and 

opportunity to increase Maine’s energy efficiency efforts.  

Below are five key recommendations supported by our organizations.  

1. Accelerate commercial lighting retrofits 

We agree with EMT that proactively replacing substantially all inefficient lighting equipment in 

commercial buildings (including municipal and other institutional buildings) with LEDs is a top-tier 

priority to lower electricity costs. EMT’s proposal to accomplish this task in 10 years can and should 

be accelerated by several years. The sooner building owners can begin saving through these lighting 

replacements, the better. We also urge EMT to design its lighting program to help building owners 

maximize energy savings by prioritizing comprehensive improvements such as lighting controls, 

rather than through the cheapest possible short-term solutions. 

2. Increase high quality heat pump adoption in homes and commercial buildings 

We strongly support EMT’s proposal to steadily increase the number of residential and commercial 

customers installing the most energy-efficient heat pumps and heat pump hot water heaters. High 

efficiency heat pumps can provide significant energy savings at relatively low costs. Low-income 

households are among those that can benefit from the proposed increases in heat pump installations. 

EMT should build on existing momentum by helping contractors and customers use best practices 

(for installation and operation) so Mainers can get the most energy savings possible from heat 

pumps.  



3. Expand access and widen eligibility for small businesses  

EMT’s small business program has helped hundreds of Maine businesses complete lighting upgrades 

in an easy, “turn-key” fashion. However, we strongly urge EMT to broaden eligibility for the 

program to increase energy savings and improve access. EMT’s current requirement that limits 

participation to those with a peak electricity load below 25 kilowatts excludes more than 10,000 

Maine businesses, most of whom would be considered “small businesses” by the general public, the 

US Small Business Administration, and the business owners themselves. Most other states allow 

small businesses up to 100 kilowatts (or greater) to participate in this type of program.  By making 

this change, EMT would enable many more businesses, including restaurants and many other types, 

to capture cost savings. 

4. Play a bigger supporting role in community-based weatherization initiatives 

By tapping community connections and economies of scale, local and regional weatherization efforts 

such as those in Bangor, Rockland, Ellsworth and some islands, have increased home energy 

efficiency improvements. We believe that the EMT should more actively support and encourage 

municipalities and others to launch community-based initiatives, and that this type of work should be 

described in the plan. Among other things, EMT can encourage community weatherization efforts to 

pursue deeper savings from updating older, inefficient buildings. 

5. Increase attention for energy efficiency for municipalities and multifamily housing 

Multifamily buildings, schools and other municipal buildings have unique challenges related to how 

projects are financed and implemented. Multifamily housing, including for low-income households, 

face different barriers but hold untapped potential for cost-effective savings. The draft plan lumps 

these buildings into its generic programs, which rely heavily on contractor-driven projects. We urge 

EMT to add strategies to its plan that give special attention to these markets, through more focused 

outreach, technical assistance, or other program features. 

 

By including these improvements to the plan, Efficiency Maine will be able to help Maine residents, 

businesses and municipalities maximize the amount of energy savings we can achieve. The benefits 

of these savings are both economic and environmental—and urgently needed by our state—and 

fulfill Efficiency Maine’s need to be cost-effective with the money they spend on efficiency.  

We appreciate the role Efficiency Maine continues to play in making Maine a more affordable, 

healthy, and competitive place to live and do business, in addition to providing important 

environmental benefits we all enjoy. The draft triennial plan is a positive step forward and with some 

important adjustments will keep Maine on pace to become as energy efficient as we can be. 

Sincerely, 

 



A Climate to Thrive  
Joe Blodnick 

 

Acadia Center 

Kathleen Meil 

 

Augusta Downtown Alliance Director 
Michael Hall 

 

Bangor School Department 
Abe Chace 

 

CED Gilman, Portland 

Tom Rothfuss 

 

Citizen Climate Lobby Coordinator 
Peter Garrett 

 

City of Belfast 
Mayor Samantha Paradis and the City Council 

 

Conservation Law Foundation 

Emily Green 

 

Costal Enterprises Institute 

Carla Dickstein 

 

Falmouth Energy and Sustainability Coordinator 
Kimberly Darling 

 

Former Efficiency Maine Board Member 

Tom Titenberg, Waterville 

 

Graybar, Portland 

Nathan Boutin 

 

GrowSmart Maine 

Nancy Smith 

 

Island Institute  

Brooks Winner 

 

Mechanical Services  
David Clay 

 

Natural Resources Council of Maine 

Dylan Voorhees 

 

Penobscot Home Performance 



Matt Damon 

 

RAB Lighting 
Ravi Parikh 

 

ReVision Energy 
Fortunat Mueller 

 

Seal Bay Fund Advisor 
Daniel Hildreth  

 

Sustain Mid-Maine Coalition  
Michael Heavener 


